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Mini Santa Hats on the Superba Double Bed Machine 

Circular Knit, in TWO Sizes 

These little Santa hats are quick to knit, and perfect for home décor projects or as Christmas ornaments 
for the tree. The smaller size also fits perfectly on top of a standard-sized mason jar. You could knit up 
several and use them to top your mason jar gifts, or just to make your fridge that much more jolly. I 
created the larger size specifically for vases, being used as centerpieces for a Christmas dinner event, 
but there are plenty of fun places they could be used.  
 
I have written this out in a step-by-step manner for those who may not be familiar with the circular sock 
knitting method from the Superba manual, but if you skip to the last page, I have written out the TL;DR 
(too long, didn’t read) version for experienced knitters who just want the numbers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sizes 
Small – Approximately 7.6 cm (3”) in diameter when un-stretched 
Large – Approximately 10 cm (4”) in diameter when un-stretched  
 
Yarn 
For these examples, I have used Tamm 3-ply acrylic for the red, and a remnant of a similar weight 
mystery cone of white yarn, but you can use any yarn you have. These hats use very small amounts of 
yarn, so they are a great way to use up little bits and pieces. If you want them to be sized exactly as in 
the pattern, make sure you swatch to get the appropriate gauge.  
 
Gauge and Stitch Size 
These were knit to a stockinette gauge of 6.5 stitches/inch, and 9.5 rows/inch. The garter stitch section 
has a gauge of 6 stitches/inch, and 14.5 rows/inch. 
 
On my Superba, I knit the red stockinette sections at a stitch size of 8.5, and the white garter stitch 
sections at stitch size 6.5, but this will vary from yarn to yarn and machine to machine. Please try a few 
samples on your machine to verify your preferred stitch sizes, especially for the garter stitch. 
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Materials and Equipment 
To knit these hats as written, you will need: 

- Your Superba double-bed knitting machine (or any double-bed knitting machine) 
- The Garter Lace Transfer Carriage (GLTC), or the Standard Transfer Carriage* 
- A 20-stitch decker comb** 
- Double-eyed bodkin and all the rest of the usual knitting tools 

 
*My instructions here reference only the GLTC, but the regular transfer carriage can be used to knit 
garter stitch as well, and the process is almost identical.  
 
**You don’t have to have one of these to knit the hats, but it makes the process a lot easier. If you don’t 
have one, you can take all the work off onto waste yarn, fold it, and then rehang stitches on the back 
and front bed to make a circle, instead of transferring with the comb. I use the same technique as 
described for making the circular knit socks in the Superba S48 or White 1602 manual.  
 
Notes on Garter Stitch 
I have a YouTube video on knitting garter stitch on your Superba with the GLTC at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gdo4aoo4vEQ   
There are also instructions for knitting garter stitch included in the GLTC manual. If you don’t have it, a 
copy can be found at: https://issuu.com/superba/docs/gltc_manual_compressed 
 
I am using a newer Superba machine that has a setting called “Transfer Position” at the racking lever. 
Other Superba models may call this ¼ pitch, and/or have it in a slightly different spot. Please reference 
your machine manual, or the GLTC manual, for specifics on bed spacing and transfer setup for your 
specific model. 
 
If you are knitting this on a machine other than a Superba, or you don’t have a transfer carriage, you can 
use another method for knitting garter stitch – use your electronic garter carriage on a Brother machine, 
a garter bar, waste yarn to turn the work after each row, transfer all stitches from back to front bed, 
etc.. You could also substitute a 1x1 tuck stitch, or any other non-rolling edge that you prefer, for the 
garter stitch section. You really just want a stable edge that doesn’t roll, and doesn’t pull the bottom of 
the hat inward.   
 
Instructions 
Stitch counts are given for the small size, with larger size in parentheses. RC000 indicates to set row 
counter to 0. 
 

1. Set your machine up for 1x1 rib, over 50 (60) stitches. You will then knit a tubular cast-on before 
changing to garter stitch in step 5. 
 

2. Knit a zig-zag row from right to left, at a size approximately 2.5 stitch sizes lower than what you 
plan to use for the garter stitch. In my case, I used stitch size 4. This needs to be a looser edge 
than you might use for other kinds of knitting so that the hat has enough stretch to go over your 
jar or container. 
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3. Change carriages to circular knitting setting, and knit 2 circular rows at the same stitch size.  

 
4. Change carriages back to regular knitting (V on both beds), and increase your stitch size on both 

beds to the one you will use for your garter stitch, in my case 6.5. RC000. Knit one row from left 
to right.  
 

5. Change racking to transfer position, and set your bed spacing and racking handle as required for 
your GLTC or transfer carriage. (My GLTC seems to work best with a bed spacing of 4.) You are 
now going to transfer all the stitches on the back bed to the front. On the front bed, put all 50 
(60) needles to working position 1, so that the stitches from the back bed will have a place to go. 
Pull out two extra needles at each end of the beds as required for garter stitch. At this point, I 
like to put all the back bed stitches into work as well so that I don’t forget to do it later. Now you 
will have 50 (60) stitches in work on BOTH beds. 
 

6. Run the GLTC (with both knobs set to UPWARD position) or regular transfer carriage, from left 
to right, to transfer all stitches to the FRONT bed. **Make sure you have the GLTC facing the 
correct way – the knobs will be on the BACK bed, with the arrow pointing from left to right.** 
Make sure all stitches transferred properly. If not, manually transfer any it missed with the 
double-eyed bodkin. 
 

7. Set both carriages for circular knitting again. If you used any extra needles to help the transfer, 
put those extra needles out of work. Knit across from right to left, and it will knit ONLY on the 
front bed. 
 

8. Now run the GLTC from right to left (facing you with the knobs on the FRONT bed this time, 
arrow pointing right to left) to transfer all the stitches to the BACK bed, again double-checking 
after you do this to make sure it transferred them all properly. 
 

9. Knit from left to right, only on the back bed.  
 

10. Repeat steps 6 through 9, to knit garter stitch to RC013 (RC015) (or preferred length). End with 
the carriages on the LEFT and all stitches on the BACK bed.  
 

11. Change to the red yarn, and set stitch size on the back carriage to your stockinette size, in my 
case 8.5. Put needle return levers on back carriage to UPPER position. Put the rightmost 13 (15) 
needles in working position 3 (holding position), and knit across from left to right. It should not 
knit those needles that are in holding position.  
 

12. The next part of the process is to transfer ¼ of the stitches from each end of the back bed to the 
front bed, so we can continue to knit the rest of the hat circularly. The “gap,” where you will sew 
a seam for the garter stitch section, will end up in the middle of the front bed.  
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Firstly, if you still have the comb and weights on your knitting from when you did the tubular 
cast-on, you will need to remove the comb now in order to bend your knitting into a circle. 
Make sure you hang some claw weights or triangle weights onto your knitting BEFORE you 
remove all your weights from the comb, and then remove the comb. If your beds are still in 
transfer position, put your racking back to opposite position, as in the beginning, so your 
needles line up across from one another.  
 
Put 25 (30) needles on the front bed up to position 1 or 2, but don’t raise the front bed all the 
way, leave it about halfway down so you have some space to work between the beds. Using 
your 20-stitch decker comb, take the rightmost 13 (15) stitches that are in hold position, transfer 
them onto the decker comb, and then slide the cover back on the comb. As you do this, make 
sure that the working yarn stays up top on the back bed, behind the stitches you are 
transferring, so that it doesn’t end up caught in the middle of the two beds when you are done.  
 
Let the comb drop between the beds and turn around. Then pick it up, carefully remove the 
cover from the comb, and transfer those stitches onto the 13 (15) needles right of zero on the 
front bed. The stitch that was on needle R14 (R16) on the back bed will now be on needle R1 on 
the front bed.  
 

13. Repeat this procedure with the leftmost 12 (15) stitches on the back bed, moving them to the 
front bed, onto the 12 (15) needles left of zero. You should now have 25 (30) stitches on the 
front and back beds, with your needles lined up across from one another. RC000 
 

14. Ensure your carriages are set up for circular knitting, and both are set to your stockinette stitch 
size. Knit even to RC030 (050).  
 

15. With a 2-prong transfer tool, decrease 1 stitch at each end of both beds – 4 stitches in total. This 
is the same for both sizes. Then knit 4 passes of the carriage. 
 

16. Repeat step 15 until you have decreased to 3 (4) stitches on each bed, RC074 (102). Cut yarn, 
thread through a double-eyed bodkin, and draw the yarn through all the stitches to close up.  
 

17. Sew up the very small gap in the garter stitch section, weave in your ends, add a pompom to the 
top, and you are done! 

 
 
The “TL;DR” Version 
  

- Tubular 1x1 cast on over 50 (60) stitches. (Stitch size 4 for zigzag and circular rows.) 
- Garter stitch for 13 (15) rows, (stitch size 6.5) ending with carriage on the left, and all stitches on 

the back bed. 
- Change to red yarn. Put right 1/4 of stitches to hold. NRL upper position. (13 (15) stitches to 

hold) 
- Knit across back bed to the right. Move left 12 (15) and right 13 (15) stitches to the front bed. 



Mini Santa Hats on the Superba Double Bed Machine 

 

Page 5 of 5 Heather Witham 2019 

- Change racking back to opposite, set carriages to knit in the round. (Stitch size 8.5) RC000 
- Knit plain for 30 (50) passes of the carriage. 
- {Decrease 1st each side top and bottom. Knit 4 passes of the carriage.} 
- Repeat from {to} until 3 (4) stitches remain on top and bottom bed. RC074 (102) 
- Cut yarn and draw through stitches to close.  
- Sew garter stitch section closed, add a pompom. You're done! 

 
 
You can find me around the web at the locations below: 
 
Ravelry 
Username: heathermakesstuff 
 
Instagram 
@Heather_Is_Making_Stuff 
 
YouTube 
Heather Is Making Stuff 
 
Blog 
www.heatherismakingstuff.com  
 
 
Happy knitting! 
-Heather  


